
Today’s Christian: We have received the September/ 
October issues of the popular magazine, Today’s Christian. 
They are located in the Sanctuary Foyer and are available for 
purchase at $2.00 a copy. Stop by the table today and pick up 
your issue. 

Hollywood? No. SHERwood! – Read how pastors Alex and 
Stephen Kendrick have turned Sherwood Baptist in Albany, 
Georgia, into a Christian movie-making mecca – starting with 
2003’s Flywheel, then 2006’s hit Facing the Giants, and now 
with Fireproof, coming in September (and starring Kirk 
Cameron, whom we also interview!). Learn how the Kendrick 
brothers – with help from senior pastor Michael Catt, many 
volunteers from their congregation, and lots of prayers – have 
put their passion for filmmaking into full-time service to 
encourage fellow Christians, to reach out to others, and for 
God’s glory. Plus: 
•Crazy Love. Francis Chan is a rising star in the evangelical 
world and a pastor who thinks – and acts – radically, by having 
his church give away 55 percent of its budget to the poor. 
•Have Mercy. It’s been 25 years since Mercy Ministries first 
opened its doors to hurting young women. Read a success story 
from one of their alumni and meet founder Nancy Alcorn. 
•The Neighs Have It. Mid-life crisis? Not for Cindy Thomas, 
who spends some of her free time working with horses, 
rescuing greyhounds, and sees both as ministry opportunities. 
•PTSD and the Church. Reported cases of soldiers with post-
traumatic stress disorder rose by 50 percent last year. How are 
the church and Christians reaching out to these veterans? 
•Prairie Storm. Singer/songwriter/author Carolyn Arends 
reflects on how, as a 4-year-old, she learned the power of 
prayer, and of God through a thunderstorm on her Great 
Grandma’s farm. 
•Missions with a Kick. What do a soccer ball and sharing the 
gospel have in common? Plenty, with the International Sports 
Coalition, which uses sports to witness ’round the world. 

Volleyball Sign Up: Interested in playing some volleyball? 
We are trying to put together a volleyball team to play in the 
BFR recreation league. Games are Tuesday and Thursday 
nights September 30th – October 30th (Single Elimination 
Tournament November 4th - 13th to follow the season). If 
interested please contact Wade Slechter at 419-358-8588. 

Please stop by the table in the 
Missions Center today to look over the 
growing number of items that have been 
left here at the church. A wallet was left 
on a church van, driven by Steve Reigle, 
during Vacation Bible School (if you are 
missing one, please give the description 
of what it looks like to the church office). 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Flowers for the Sanctuary: Please sign your name on the 
Flower Calendar in the Missions Center if you would be interested 
in supplying an arrangement for our Sanctuary on September 28 
and October 5 & 19. 

Dedication to the Lord: On Sunday, November 2, at our 8:15 & 
10:30 a.m. worship services we will have a special time of 
Community Baby Dedication. Anyone interested please call the 
church office at 419-358-8588. 

►►  UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  ◄◄  

Sept. 13&14 Dinner Theatre/The Rubber Room (6:00 p.m., CMC) 

Sept. 7  Agape/Living Faith ABF Breakfast (9:30 a.m., CMC) 
  Communion Sunday (8:15 & 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary) 

Sept. 21  Children of the Light Concert (7:00 p.m., CMC) 
Sept. 22  Wild Game Committee Meeting (7:00 p.m., FH) 
Sept. 28  Gideon Presentation (8:15 & 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary) 

  Teacher Training/Sunday School Done Right (6:00 p.m., 

      FH, Sessions 1&2) 

Oct. 4  Ambassadors ABF Class (7:00 p.m., Lima Rescue Home) 
Oct. 5  Teacher Training/Sunday School Done Right (6:00 p.m., 

     FH, Sessions 3&4) 
Oct. 11  Men’s Fellowship Breakfast (7:30 a.m., FH) 
Oct. 18  Women’s Spa Night (7:00 p.m., CMC) 
Oct. 19  Teacher Training/Sunday School Done Right (6:00 p.m., 

     FH, Sessions 5&6) 

Oct. 26  Family Music Night (7:00 p.m., Sanctuary) 

Oct. 28  All Day Sew (9:00 a.m., CMC) 

Nov. 2  Communion Service & Community Baby Dedication 
      (8:15 & 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary) 
Nov. 9  Prayer Focus Sunday 
Nov. 16-23 Missions Conference – A World Waiting for Jesus 
Nov. 30  Combined Worship Service (10:30 a.m., CMC) 

  Christmas Praise Night (7:00 p.m., Sanctuary) 

Dec. 6  Women’s Christmas Tea (9:32 a.m., CMC) 

 

Ebenezer Mennonite Church Staff 
Pastor Dick Potter, Senior Pastor 

Pastor Jim King, Associate Pastor Elect 
Pastor Wade Slechter, Pastor of Student Ministries 

Rev. Charles Warren, Pastor Emeritus 
Kathy Brauen, Visitation Coordinator/Administrative Assistant 

Deb Hilty, Secretary 

 

Opportunities of the Day 

 8:15 a.m. Worship Service – Pastor Jim (Sanctuary) 
 9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Fellowship 
  Sunday School (2-year-olds – High School) 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Pastor Jim (Sanctuary) 
  Children’s Church (3 & 4-years-old) 

 12:00 p.m. College Students’ Meal (FH) 
 5:00 p.m. Dinner Theatre Rehearsal (CMC) 

 7:00 p.m. Evening Fellowship Service (Sanctuary)  
  Senior High Students Meet (Schoolhouse) 

Flowers in the Sanctuary are in honor of our seven 
grandsons: Levi, Jeremiah, Aaron, Daniel, & Joshua Smith, 
and Jacob & Eli Lehman. Happy 9th birthday today, Aaron & 
Daniel. Each one of you is a special blessing to us. We thank 
God for your parents and you. I have no greater joy than to 
hear that my children (and we add, ‘our grandsons’) walk in 
truth. 3 John 4 – Lovingly given by Grandpa & Grandma 
Lehman  

Congratulations to Joseph & Mary (King) Cherry who 
were united in marriage yesterday at The Lighthouse in 
Findlay. 

Reminder for all 18-25 year olds, we have a free lunch 
for you after the second worship service today. Please join us 
for fun and fellowship. 

Scheduled Surgery:  Marti Meza, Wednesday at Bluffton 
Hospital. 

Missionaries of the Week: Tim & Tiffany Gallant serve 
with Global Partners in Cambodia. The Gallants will be 
returning to the states for a year of furlough and home 
ministries this fall. They plan to continue to be our 
missionaries to Cambodia. Please remember to send a note of 
encouragement to the Gallants at tntgallant@hotmail.com. 
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Children's Church begins a new year next Sunday, September 
7. Teachers are needed for the 2-5 year old classes for all 
quarters.  Please consider teaching/helping at least one month 
this year.  Indicate your interest on the EMC communication card 
in the bulletin or call Deb Huber at 419-358-6100 or e-mail 
huberdeb@gmail.com.  
Singles of all ages: You are invited to attend a Bible Study and 
Fellowship on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning 
September 11, at Jim & Nancy Diller's home at 280 Riley Street 
in Bluffton. Please call 419-358-0978 if you need any further 
information or have any questions. 
The Adult Choir will begin weekly rehearsals starting on 
Wednesday, September 17, from 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. Anyone high school age and older who has a desire to 
honor the Lord and minister to the church through singing is 
welcome to join us. Please feel free to give choir a try and enjoy 
the musical and Christian fellowship that is experienced during 
this time. Hope to see you there! - Thanks, Brent Zimmerman 
Local Prayer Event: A training conference for men and women 
to help us unlock the door to spiritual freedom through strategic 
prayer is scheduled for September 26-27 at Shawnee Alliance 
Church. Christine Wyrtzen will be teaching us how to construct a 
personalized prayer map for someone for whom we’ve been 
praying for years. Other topics include: You’re a Child of 
Promise, Who Is My Enemy, Battlegrounds & War Tactics, and 
Forgiveness. Cost for the conference is $45 which includes meals 
and snacks. For more information, pick up a brochure from the 
Prayer Table in the Missions Center or speak with Carol Bixel 
(419-358-8151) or Kathy Brauen (419-358-8588). 
Attention College Students: The church office needs to 
know where you will be attending classes this fall. Please 
complete the information sheet on the Bulletin Board in the 
Missions Center or e-mail the church office with the name of 
your college, starting date, your mailing address, and college year 
to: info@ebenezermennonite.org. You may also fill out the 
appropriate information on the green EMC Communications card. 
Thanks so much! 
Greetings to the Saints of God gathered at Ebenezer. What a 
wonderful time we had there in fellowship on the Lord's Day, 
August 17. With our hosts we experienced the more than 
wonderful Bluffton hospitality. We appreciated our time with the 
Missions Committee and the shopping spree from the Sharing 
Room. – David & Marjory Patrick 

 
 
 

Attendance and Giving 

AttendanceAttendanceAttendanceAttendance on  on  on  on August 24August 24August 24August 24::::    

Contemporary Worship Service (8:15 a.m.) 159 

CE Promotion Sunday (9:30 a.m.) 370 

Traditional Worship Service (10:30 a.m.) 232 

Evening Fellowship Service (7:00 p.m.) 100 

Giving on Giving on Giving on Giving on August 24:August 24:August 24:August 24:  $9,686.93 

Benevolent Fund 50.00 

Building Fund 128.00 

Christian Education Fund 402.05 

Current Expense Fund 3,650.00 

Missions Fund 1,437.00 

New Building Fund 4,019.88 

A huge thank-you goes out to all who have given or 
committed to give to reduce our debt on the Crossroads Ministry 
Center. The Lord has been so gracious in providing through your 
generous hearts. A special thanks is given to our children who 
gave of themselves and contributed over $530 last Sunday! God 
bless each of you as you continue to serve Him in so many ways. 
– The Debt Elimination Committee 

Have you thought of someone to invite to Dinner 
Theatre? You still have time to pick up your tickets. TheTheTheThe Rubber  Rubber  Rubber  Rubber 
RoomRoomRoomRoom is scheduled for September 6, 7, 13, & 14, at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Crossroads Ministry Center. The meal will include: pork loin, 
baked potato, green beans, relishes, rolls, & cheesecake. All 
tickets are $10.00. A donation of $1.00 per ticket will be given to 
the Bluffton Community Assistance Corp. Please be prepared to 
pay for your tickets when you pick them up. 

Volunteers are needed to serve and help clean up for Dinner 
Theatre. Please sign up at the tables in the Missions Center. 

Tuesday morning men’s Bible Study will begin this week, 
September 2, at 6:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Meal Deal: There will be a Meal Deal at the Campus Life 
Room in Bluffton this Friday, September 5, from 4:00 to 6:30 
p.m. Included in the meal will be a large sandwich, baked beans, 
chips, cookie and drink. Suggested donation of $5.00. 

Opportunities of the Week: September 1-7 
Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. - Walking Program – Gym 

Monday *Office Closed – Labor Day* 
Tuesday 6:15 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study (FH) 
 7:00 p.m.  Dinner Theatre Rehearsal (CMC) 

    Missions Committee Meeting (B14) 

Wednesday 9:00 a.m.  Game Time (FH) 

 6:30 p.m.  Worship Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 7:00 p.m.  Dinner Theatre Rehearsal (CMC) 

    Power of Prayer (FH) 

Thursday 7:00 p.m.  Dinner Theatre Rehearsal (CMC) 

Saturday 6:00 p.m.  Dinner Theatre/The Rubber Room (CMC) 

 7:00 p.m.  Living Faith ABF Class (Lima Rescue Home) 
Sunday 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. Communion Sunday (Sanctuary) 

 9:30 a.m.  Agape/Living Faith ABF Breakfast (CMC) 
 11:30 a.m.  Youth Leaders’ Meeting (Schoolhouse) 

 6:00 p.m.  Dinner Theatre/The Rubber Room (CMC) 

Nursery workers for next Sunday, September 7 
Crystal Badertscher, Janet Brauen, Arlene Garmatter, 

Melissa Hilty, Victoria Parsons, Gail, Quinn, Madison, & 
Ariel Schantz, Heidi Steiner  

Youth Leaders’ Meeting: Attention small group leaders and 
anyone interested in leading a High School or Junior High small 
group, there will be a meeting in the schoolhouse next Sunday after 
the second worship service. Food will be provided. RSVP Pastor 
Wade 567-204-1868 or wade.slechter@ebenezermennonite.org. 

When God’s People Pray: Join us in the Fellowship Hall this 
Wednesday night at 7:00 as we continue a series on the transforming 
power of prayer. This week’s session, The Amazing Power of Prayer, 
will include a look at what the scriptures have to say on prayer, an 
inspirational challenge from Jim Cymbala of the Brooklyn Tabernacle 
(via DVD), discussion, and a time of prayer. Contact Pastor Dick 
Potter for more information at 419-358-8588. 

TODAY’S GREETERS 
Dwight & Clarabeth Bixel, Sanctuary Foyer 

Jack & Joyce Reigle, Missions Center 
Chad & Anna Burkholder, Crossroads Ministry Center 


